














Don’t Trash Mission Beach

GHOST NETS

Ghost Nets are the number one killer of marine animals.

Nets and Fishing Debris

There are two names for lost fishing lines one is Ghost Fishing, and the other is
Ghost Nets. If you want to see the destruction of this marine debris, visit google
images and "animals caught in ghost nets." It is horrendous!

Ghost Fishing happens when broken traps are lost at sea. Crab pots and lobster
traps are the most common. When lost, they sink and continue to capture marine
animals, which of course, are trapped and then die. This is what the NOAA calls
self baiting.

In Washington, an average of 14 million pounds of Dungeness Crabs are har-
vested per year with 90,000 to 100,000 pots set in the waters.

An estimated 10% of the crab pots are lost. It has been reported that 300,000
“‘ghost” lobster pots can be lost to the seas each year in Maine alone.

NOAA also found 85,000 abandoned lobster and crab traps in the Florida Keys
National Marine Sanctuary. In another heavy crab area, the Chesapeake Bay,
more than 913,000 crabs were caught by derelict traps each year.

Ghost Nets are fishing lines from boats that get lost every year throughout the
world. Drifting with the currents, these nets, traps, hooks, lines kill an estimated
136,000 marine animals a year, 136,000 seals, sea lions, whales, porpoises,
dolphins ingest and get tangled up in the Ghost Nets.

Not So Fun Facts

* 640,000 tons of fishing gear is estimated to be floating in our oceans.

57 tons of ghost nets end up in the 139,000-square-mile Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands region every year. (Estimated) NOAA research boat picked up
57 tons of fishing nets and plastic garbage in the Hawaiian Islands.

+ 32,000 pounds of fishing nets and 12,000 pounds of lobster and crab traps just
along California’s coast have been picked up since 2002 by Captain Rex Levi.

* 48 to 65% of Gulf of Maine humpback whales have been entangled at least
once in their lifetime. This is about half of the Humpback population.

» 70% of North Atlantic Right Whales, (critically endangered), have been entan
gled in ghost fishing gear.

* 1,500 marine animals—including seals, sea lions, dolphins, sharks, 22 species
of fish, and 15 species of birds—were found dead among 870 derelict nets
discovered in the Puget Sound over the course of one year.

* 1000+ Traps rescued from the Bay of Fundy since 2008

» Unfortunately, Fishing Lines would take hundreds of years to bio-degrade.

www.donttrashmissionbeach.com



Don’t Trash Mission Beach

FOOD WRAPPERS

The Ocean Conservatory counted 4,771,602 Food Wrappers
on one cleanup day.

The number one trash item.

Food Wrappers have taken over the #1 spot of beach trash picked up in 2019.

In August 2020, in South Mission Beach more than 4,000 Food Wrappers were
picked up on the Oceanfront. If you include beverage bottles, caps, and miscella-
neous other food items, Food Wrappers account for 68% of all beach trash in
just one mile of South Mission Beach.

Top Food Wrappers Picked Off Mission Beach Add in aluminum foil, charcoal, tongs, BBQ grills, it amounts to thousands of
pieces of plastic going into our oceans every day.

Chip Wrappers Plastic Food containers such a yogurt

Candy Wrappers Plastic Storage Containers Most food wrappers do not biodegrade. They either wash out to sea and sink to

Fast Food Wrappers Juice Boxes and clear film cellophane the bottom to be eaten by marine animals.

Salsa containers Napkins and Wet ones

Plates: Paper, Foam, Plastic Plastic food packaging The myth that the beach screeners pick up food is not true. The beach screeners

Cups (Paper, Foam, Plastic) Paper packaging at Mission Beach pick up some wrappers, but they also shred them into pieces.

Plastic Utensils In addition, they only go down 1-2 inches, so the food wrappers that are buried

Straws and Stirrers will stay buried until a big storm.

Condiments (Ketchup, Mustard, Mayo, Pizza toppings)

Pizza Boxes What you can do.

Plastic Lids Pack It In and Pack It Out!

Wooden popsicle sticks Pick up wrappers you see and put them in the trash.

Wood Spits Bring a bag just for your trash and dispose of it properly and do not over-stuff

Metal Spits cans or worse, leave your trash next to the can--the seagulls will tear it apart.
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Don’t Trash Mission Beach

PLASTIC BOTTLES

5049 bottles and cans picked up from Jan to Aug 2020.

M CI ny p CI I'i'S, O n e h e Cl rtq C h e . Single-use plastic bottles are designed to be thrown away after using. It is not

just the bottle itself; the packaging alone accounts for much of the beach trash
left to be washed away and eventually eaten by marine animals, our food

Plastic bottles are one of the top ten items found in beach clean-ups globally source.
Plastic Bottles have many parts that are found all over the beach Plastic bottles do not decompose and will still be with us for over 400
Plastic Bottle, Bottle Cap, Plastic Ring around the bottle cap, Plastic cellophane years.

around the bottle cap, Plastic label, Plastic sealer over the mouth.

1500 plastic water bottles are consumed in 1 second in the US
January to August 31, 2020 South Mission Beach 1-mile of Oceanfront .

An an estimated 20% of all bottles are left on the beach in South Mission. 17 million barrels of oil are used in producing bottled water each year
The process of producing bottled water requires around 6 times as much water
1001 - Glass Bottles Found: Modelo Beer, Pacifico Beer, Hennessy Liquor, Patron per bottle as there is in the container.

Tequila are the top brands picked up.

1973- Plastic Bottles: Top Bottles Found include Water Bottles and Gatorade bottles
2078- Aluminum Cans picked up - Top Cans found: Modelo Beer, Bud Light, Coors,
Cola, Squirt

Bottled water costs 1,000 times more than tap water. Drinking 2 Liters of tap
water a day only costs 50 cents per year.

22% of tested bottled water contains chemical contaminants
17 million barrels of oil are used in the production of water bottles yearly
It takes 3x the amount of water to produce the bottle than to fill it.

Surfrider Report 2019

1,885,833 Plastic Bottles were found on beaches
1,500,523 Plastic Bottle Caps were found

6058 Glass Bottles were picked off the beach
7778 Beverage Cans were cleaned off the beach
4635 Metal Bottle Caps

14% of all litter comes from beverage containers. When caps and labels are
considered, the number is higher.

The U.S. is the only country in the world with abundant access to clean drinking
water yet we are the number one consumer of bottled water.
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ELECTRONICS

Worldwide, 40 million tons of electronic waste is left in the environment every year.

Toxic truth of electronics.

Electronics Contain toxic material and contaminants such as lead, mercury,
arsenic, cadmium, selenium, chromium, phthalates, and brominated flame retardants.

Parts from electronics are toxic to humans and marine life.

Nothing speaks more about our disposable society more than the number of electronic
devices that are found on the beach almost daily.

Light bulbs, Headsets, earbuds, cell chargers, cell phones, ethernet cords, parts of cell
phones, batteries, scooter parts, cell phone accessories, GPS devices, Scooter parts,
Go-Pros, laptops, computer parts, keyboards, cassette taps, CD's have been found on the
beach.

While finding earbuds is a score for those of us who need chargers and earbuds, the toxic
toll is not great for the environment. Electronic devices contain toxic materials that will leak
into the sand and ocean, eventually into our food source and then humans.

Not only that, but animals can also become entangled in the cords.
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SURF & SWIM

Children’s Swim googles are the #1 swimming gear picked off the beach at
South Mission. An average of 1 swim goggle a day is picked up during the summer.

When good items go bad.

» Water sports trash: broken boards, leashes, fins, swim fins, wet suits, surf wax,
booties, scuba gear (masks and snorkles), goggles, masks, head gear, paddle-
boards, supboards and oars,

* 99% of all water sports products contain plastic.

Quick Facts

» Worldwide, over 400,000 surfboards are sold every year and is estimated to
bring in over $3.1 billion in annual sales.

* Modern day surfboards are made from fiberglass with a polyurethane foam
core and then covered with polyester resin all a toxic when broken or left floating
to sea.

* Broken surfboards are dangerous to both swimmers and marine animals who
can eat the debris, thinking it is food

* Surfers and Paddleboards are good for World Economy: They buy, souvenirs,
surf gear, equipment, film, boat rentals. Most of these are bought from small
mom and pop businesses, who in turn put their earning back into the local econ-
omy.

Not So Fun Facts
» Cheap foam surfboards and paddle boards break easily, spewing deadly styro-
foam into the ocean.

* 100's of boogie boards are left on the beach DAILY. An average of 5 boogie boards
are picked up off the beach everyday in South Mission Beach.

* Disposable boogie boards are the leading cause of styrofoam pollution in Mission
Beach.

 Average of 5 cheap swim goggles are found weekly during the summer in South
Mission Beach

Good News

» Good surfboards when taken care of can be repaired

* Bird Surf Shop in San Diego, will recycle wet-suits, booties and more.

» Many surfing companies are using recycled products to product surfing products,
including cigarette bultts.

« Economic value of surfing to San Diego County of $5B/year. (sandiegodata.org)
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